
SOUTHEAST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
School Council Meeting Minutes  

September 20, 2021 

 
Members in Attendance: 
Chair - Michelle Chudoba  
Vice Chair - Robyn Wilken   
Treasurer - Lisa Beuker  
Secretary - Zdravko Zjalic    
Casino Rep - Channa Pheng-Johnston  
Memory Book Lead - Karen Sellar   
Parental Partnership Coordinator - Kimberly Ashton   
Fundraising Coordinators - Lisa Rundberg    
Fundraising Coordinators - Michael Slavens  
Fun Lunch Coordinator - Marla Schatz   
Room Parent Coordinator - Ashlyn Beatty   
Special Events Coordinator - Vacant 
Community Engagement - Vacant  
Kindergarten Rep - Michelle Vopni 
Denise Budgen – Faculty  
Kim Morrison – Faculty   
Sam Jin 
Rahul Datta 
 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
OPENING REMARKS / WELCOME  
Call to order by Michelle Chudoba at 7:010pm.  Today’s meeting was taking place virtually via 
Zoom meeting application on account of the COVID pandemic. 
 
APPROVAL of AGENDA: 
MOTION to approve the SEE School Council Meeting Agenda for September 20, 2021, by 
Ashlynn Beatty.  Seconded by Robyn Wilken.  All in favour. 
 
APPROVAL of MINUTES 
MOTION to approve the June 14, 2021 minutes by Karen Sellar.  Seconded by Lisa Rundberg.  
All in favour. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Denise Budgen) 
 
Covid-19 Update 
As you have heard, FFCA has begun notifying families of self-identified positive cases. Currently, 
we have no self-identified cases at SEE. 
Our elementary campuses have maintained a cohort structure since the beginning of this 
school year in response to the government’s expectation that we be able to cohort, if directed.  
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Students are using the art room, the music room and the library, as well as the gym in their 
cohort group.  All students wear masks in the common spaces in the school.  
 
We have expanded the cohort to allow students to play together as a grade when they are 
outside for recess. Playground equipment is sanitized at the end of each day and students 
sanitize/wash their hands before and after recess. 
 
All schools in the province are in the process of applying for the monies Alberta Education has 
promised to assist schools in helping students close any learning gaps that may exist. 
Curriculum Pilot 
 
At SEE, grades 1-4 are piloting the Alberta Curriculum in English Language Arts and Literature. 
 
Invoices to be submitted 
Sanitizer (Swish) 529.20 Motioned June 14, 2021 
 
Requests for support  
Raz Kids $1 458.00 
Sanitizer another month supply $529.20 
Discretionary Funding Proposal (October mtg) 
Library Project (October Mtg.) 
 
We will look forward to setting long term goals for the October SEE Council meeting. 
 
TEACHER REPORT (Kim Morrison) 

Teachers’ Report to Council – September 20,2021 
Hi All, I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our meeting! Here is a brief 
update from the teaching staff as of September 20, 2021: 
 
TERRY FOX RUN 
Students are participating in the Terry Fox run during their PE classes on Thursday, 
Sept. 23. Thank you to families for their generous donations towards reaching 
our school goal of $2500. Students have already earned their choice of a PE 
game, a homework-free night (date to be determined) and are well on their 
way to having administrators dye their hair and earning a bonus casual day. 
 
ORANGE SHIRT DAY 
Preparations are underway for a week full of learning activities geared at 
helping students develop an understanding about residential schools and their 
long-lasting impact on those affected. Our focus as a school is to help students 
develop an appreciation for how every child and voice matters. 
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KELSO’S CHOICES 
All classes have had visits from Ms. Hodgson, our Youth Development Counsellor, 
to review the Kelso’s Choices program. This is a program used school-wide to 
help students develop the confidence to deal with small problems (in the class, 
at recess, and at home) on their own. Students are encouraged to try 2 of 
Kelso’s Choices before asking for help from an adult. 
 
PE: 
Students have been practicing the Terry Fox Run, learning tarmac, recess field, 
and playground games, as well as games to help them develop space 
awareness. 

 
ART: 
All grades are finishing up projects focused on positive self-talk and building 
confidence in art. 
Grade 1-3 students were encouraged by Peter H. Reynolds’ books “The Dot”, 
“Ish”, and “Sky Colour” to “make a mark and see where it takes them”. 
Grade 4 students told a story about their summer experiences by creating and 
naming colour swatches to show how they see the world through colour. 
 
MUSIC: 
Students are all thrilled to be back in the Music Room playing instruments and 
singing with their masks on. 
 
KINDERGARTEN: 
Kindergarten started the year learning how to use Edsby and Google Classroom 
with parents. Students have begun learning letter strokes and phonograms. 
They have been talking about character choices using Kelso, No David, and 
other books. Students started the year as Kings and Queens of Kindergarten, 
from the story “The King of Kindergarten”, complete with decorated crowns on 
their first day of school! 
 
GRADE 1: 
Grade 1 has spent the first few weeks of school focusing on learning classroom 
routines, expectations, how to work in a small group, and how to play together 
during recess times. They have spent time reviewing their correct pencil grip, 
letter formation, and printing neatness. Their focus in LA has been reviewing 
their phonograms from kindergarten, short-vowel sounds, parts of a story, and 
sight words. In social studies, students have spent time identifying what makes 
them unique and what groups they belong to. In science, they are investigating 
the season of fall. 
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GRADE 2: 
Grade 2 students began the year by reviewing their phonograms, practicing 
proper letter formation and reviewing what makes a complete sentence. 
Students have learned about what it means to be part of a community in the 
small sense (family, school, sport) and in the larger sense (neighborhood, city, 
country) and are completing their unit on mapping skills. We have been sharing 
our favorite books with the class and are using these stories as we practice 
important skills like identifying the moral and author’s purpose, identifying a text 
as fiction/non-fiction, making connections, and summarizing. 
 
GRADE 3: 
Grade 3 began the year practicing routines and expectations of our new class. 
They have just completed their first science unit - rocks and minerals. In LA 
students are working on their non-fiction writing. 
 
GRADE 4: 
Students in grade 4 are working on hero writing, Spelling Mastery, sentence 
writing, and Open Court. In social studies they have completed a mini unit on 
the election and had a mock vote on the day of the election. They have 
begun studying the geographical regions of Alberta. Students are working on 
sharing their opinion about the usage of Nose Hill Park. In math, students are 
practicing math facts. Their science unit has students investigating light and 
shadows. 
Thank you, 
Kim Morrison 
Teacher Rep (Grade 2 teacher – SEE) 
 
CHAIR REPORT (Michelle Chudoba) 
 
Special Guest- Board Member Sam Jin Joined the SEE Council Meeting.  He asked the Council to 
review Board Policy #9 Being Heard and Policy #18 Parental Partnerships 
 
 
We don’t need to establish any goals tonight, but Michelle wanted all Council Members reflect 
on what the goals are for Student Council and for our individual goals for each Council position.  
If we establish you 
 
 
ASC (Association of School Councils) Update 
The first annual meeting was last week. 
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There is a policy review for Policy #9 and #18 – All parents and Councils are invited to review 
said Policies and provide feedback to the Board.  Parents need to make sure these policies are 
relevant and reflective of our values. 
 
ASCA Membership was renewed.  This is an important venue to advocate for Charter Schools, 
and dispel myths and misinformation.  There has been a lot of drama in regard to FFCA Council 
Members reaching out to other school councils to rally support, but it was not done well 
created some tension, for which some FFCA school councils issued an apology.  FFCA now has a 
legal counsel retained to advise on these types of issues. 
 
Twenty- fifth anniversary Celebration is going ahead at Heritage Park with a Gate charge and 
two staggered entrance times.  Volunteers will be needed. 
 
The tender process is underway to start construction to start this winter and be completed in 
2024.  The South High School Modular will be opening up this week.  The South High School will 
be a permanent fixture, but not necessarily at the current location. 
 
Enhanced Ventilation  

 There is a proposal to add additional ventilation filters to each classroom.  Denise will follow up 

with Maintenance. 

 Dr. Corsi and Dr. Rosenthal have come up with an effective but less expensive ventilation option. 

 The solution requires MERV13 Furnace Filters with a box fan to clear the air of airborne virus 

particles.  The filters would only need to be changed out in February. 

 Teachers and councils are building these units to improve air quality. 

 The following website will answer many of the questions that may come 

up: https://cleanaircrew.org 

 The price of the materials is starting to go up as more people hear about this option. 

 FFCA facilities would have information about the current HVAC systems.  The last school audit 

showed FFCA met standards related to HVAC and the direction to date has been to not include 

fans in the classroom.  However, this may need to be reconsidered. 

 
We need to submit and end of year report as per the Education Act. 
 
VICE CHAIR REPORT (Robin Wilken) 
Nothing to Report 
 
Goals include more transparency and a way to communicate with the broader FFCA SEE parent 
community.  Robyn would like to find ways to contribute more, and would be willing help with 
other Council positions that are busier. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT (Lisa Beuker) 
 

https://cleanaircrew.org/
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Lisa’s Goals for stepping into the Treasure’s role was to include the ability to send and receive 
electronic money transfers.  We are 99% complete in achieving that goal.  
 
An email motion on June 16th 2021 was put forth by Michelle Chudoba to Fund FFCA Teachers 
and Staff with and end of year lunch for $18.00 plus GST each.  Seconded by Robyn Wilken.  
Motion Carried. 
 
An email motion on June 25, 2021 was put forth by Karen Sellar to fund $150.00 for reprinting 
some memory books with errors. Seconded by Zdravko Zjalic.  Motion carried.  
 
Financial Statement: 
Starting Balance      $16, 700.53 
Committed Spending   $ 4622.54 
 
Total Available    $12,077.99 
 
The In-Lieu Balance is now $0.00 
The Skip the Depot Account Balance is over $1800 
 
Motion to Approve the Financial statement by Zdravko Zjalic.  Seconded by Ashlynn.  All in 
favour. 
 
Financial Requests:  

1. Motion to fund the cases thee cases of Hand Sanitizer for $529.20 by Marla Schatz. Seconded by 

Ashlynn Beatty.  Motion carried. 

2. Motion to fund Raz- Kids License for $1458.00 by Marla Schatz. Seconded by Ashlynn Beatty.  

Motion carried. 

 
FUNDRAISING (Michael Slavens and Lisa Rundberg) 
Lisa’s Goals – To raise as much money as possible to help support the students to have as 
normal a year as possible. 
 
Michaels’ Goals – to try and raise funds through simple things that parents do every day.  A 
perpetual revenue stream is something Michael would like to establish.  He is looking for ways 
to add a gift card fundraiser to potentially capitalize on online shopping.  Krispy Kreme donuts is 
another fundraising opportunity.   
 
The option of partnering with another School Campus on a Fresh Apple Fundraiser was 
discussed, although we are probably too late for an Apple Fundraiser at this point in the fall 
season. 
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Skip the Depot is not just about electronics – It can be used to collect electronics.  It is a passive 
fundraiser that parents were still used in the summer, and we will highlight it in the Newsletter. 
 
We can add to the newsletter, that In Lieu contributions are tax deductible.  
 
In Lieu Contributions are already open in the Family Login. The Fundraising coordinators will 
prepare a letter for Sally Clancy to distribute to parents. 
 
Newsletters go out the last Wednesday of the Month, we would have to get it to Sally Clancy by 
September 27th. 
 
CASINO REP (Channa Pheng-Johnston) 
Goals – To organize a smooth casino event and get a lot of parental participation. 
 
We are still waiting to find out when the next casino will be held, as they have all been pushed 
back due to Covid. 
 
FUN LUNCH COORDINATOR (Marla Schatz) 
Goal – Hopefully we can do some type of lunch this year in the school, or even a fun snack like 
we did for the end of year gelato. 
We can look at Kernels Popcorn as a snack.  Denise stated that December may be a chance to 
try fun lunch or snack, as that would be far enough after the November break for any illness 
related problems to become apparent.  This is all dependent on how the Covid pandemic 
progresses.   
 
We could try a special snack in December as a prelude to starting a fun lunch in the New Year. 
 
 
PARENTAL PARTNERSHIP (Kimberly Ashton) 
Goals – To try to come up with creative ways to involve parents more.  The grade one and 
kindergarten parents have never even really been in the school due to Covid restrictions 
 
We can ask teachers to find more things for parents to do.  
 
Once parents are back in the school, we can organize volunteers again so new parents can see 
what it is like to be a FFCA parent volunteer. 
 
ROOM PARENT COORDINATOR (Ashlyn Beatty) 
Goal – Is to simply have room parents, after there were none last year.  Ashlynn wants to 
support classroom parents, showing them the ropes on how to send emails to parents for 
organizing things like teacher gifts. 
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Will there be opportunities that don’t include direct student contact?  Once parents are 
allowed to come to school, can they help to sanitize the art or music rooms, photocopy and 
collate papers etc?  Hopefully we can find ways for parents to help again. 
 
NWE organized student and parent meet and greet within their class groups.  We can look at 
organizing a meet and greet with Kindergarten parents and children.  
 
KINPERGARTEN REP (Vacant) 
Motion to appoint Michelle Vopni to the role of Kindergarten representative by Michelle 
Chudoba.  Seconded by Robyn Wilken.  All in favour. 
 
Michelle will take on sourcing and purchasing children’s underwear to have in reserve in the 
school in case of accidents.  
 
MEMORY BOOK LEAD (Karen Sellar) 
Goals – To fill the shoes of the Memory Book Coordinator, and keep up the quality of the 
Memory Books.  Karen will look to build on previous successes and find ways to streamline the 
process.  We will continue to do one book per class instead of personalized books for each 
student. 
 
We have secured the same rate of $17.73USD for over 400 books. 
 
As parents are still not able to volunteer in the school, the teachers will be relied upon to take 
pictures and submit them to a Google Drive again this year. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR (Vacant) 
Nothing to report 
 
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT (Vacant) 
Nothing to report 
 
Robyn will add the role descriptions of the vacant Council positions to the newsletter to inform 
parents who may want to volunteer.  
 
 
Council Meeting Schedule for 2021-2022 
October 18, 2021 @ 7:00pm + Society Meeting to Follow 
November 15, 2021 @ 7:00pm  
December 13, 2021 @ 7:00pm + Society Meeting to Follow 
January 17, 2022 @ 7:00pm  
February 28, 2022 @ 7:00pm + Society Meeting to Follow  
March 14, 20223 @ 7:00pm  
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April 18, 2022 @ 7:00pm + Society Meeting to Follow Society 
May 16 @6:30pm – AGM to Follow + Society Meeting and AGM to Follow 
June 20, 2022 @ 7:00pm + Society Meeting to Follow  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION to adjourn at pm by Michelle Chudoba.  Seconded by Zdravko Zjalic. 
 
Next meeting set for Monday October 18 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
 


